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NEW BUILDING 


The Board [AML NEWS February 1946] to review all matters 
relating to planning and construction of the new Army Medical 
Library Building has been reconstituted, under the chairmanship of 
the Deputy Surgeon General, with membership as follows: Chair- 
man of the Medical Research and Development Board of the Surgeon 
General’s Office, the Director of the Army Medical Library, the 
Director of the Army Institute of Pathology, and the Chief of the 
Construction Branch of the Hospital Division, Surgeon General’s 
Office. All sketches, plans, and specifications are to be prepared in 
close collaboration with the Surgeon General through this Board. 


“COMMANDANT” TO “DIRECTOR” 


A change in Army Regulations, dated 3 July 1947, provides 
that the Army Medical Library shall be headed by an officer of the 
Medical Corps in the status of commanding officer with the title 
of Director. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Mr. Scott Adams, Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, and Miss Mary 
Grinnell of the Library staff attended the American Library Asso- 
Ciation’s conference in San Francisco the week of June 29. Mr. 
Wyllis E. Wright, former Librarian, read a paper before the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification on the reorganization of cataloging 
in the Army Medical Library. Dr. Sanford V. Larkey attended 
the sessions, representing the Medical Library Association on the 
Board of National Library Associations. 


MOVE COMPLETED 


The Acquisition, Catalog, and Index-Catalogue Divisions are 
now functioning in the space formerly occupied by the Army Medi- 
cal Museum on the second floor. This brings the processing units 
of the Library together, in proximity to the Reference Division and 
the public catalogs, making closer coordination possible. 
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TRANSLATION IN THE 
INDEX-CATALOGUE DIVISION 


According to a recent estimate, the Index-Catalogue has to 
deal with literature printed in more than sixty foreign languages, 
some of it in non-roman characters such as Greek, Russian, Hebrew, 
Arabic, Hindu, Japanese, Siamese, Urdu, and Chinese. 


The basic principles of bibliography require of the Index- 
Catalogue that the title of a publication be reproduced in its original 
language, but lack of proper fonts in the dye-cases of the printer 
and the absence of proper alphabets on varitypers and typewriters 
often make transliteration of the non-roman type unavoidable. 


Partly to compensate for the innate weakness of a transliter- 
ated title but mostly to enable more people to use the cards and files 
of the Index Catalogue system without losing them in foreign lan- 
guage files, the Editor of the Index-Catalogue has decided to lift 
the “iron curtain” of Eastern European, Semitic, and Asiatic lan- 
guages and to supply the full English or Western European transla- 
tion on the card prepared for a title printed in one of the unfamiliar 
tongues. Though in the final volume of the Index-Catalogue only 
the original title will be included, the translation, prepared on the 
card with the original title, will also be reproduced in the Current 
List where the lack of specific subject classification makes the intro- 
duction of this innovation almost a necessity. 


PICTURE COLLECTION—UNION CATALOG 


An important record for the Union Catalog of Portraits has 
been supplied by the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia. This 
collection of oil paintings includes work by such famous artists as 
VanDyke (portrait of William Harvey) , Sully (portrait of Thomas 
Dent Mutter), Eakins (portrait of William Smith Forbes) , Samuel 
David Gross (The Gross Clinic and Benjamin Howard Rand), 
William M. Chase (portrait of William W. Keen), Daniel Garber 
(portrait of Virgil Holland Moon) and Leopold Seyffert (portrait 
of Francis Torrens Stewart)—a total of 65 portraits in oil by 30 
painters of note. 


TRANSFER OF MR. AUSTIN 


Mr. Robert B. Austin was transferred on 30 June from the 
History of Medicine Division in Cleveland to his new position as 
Chief, Circulation and Book Custody Section, in Washington. 








of Me 
at firs 
own | 


om Of feet Ged fel 


be d 
This 
tion: 
for 


whi 
eral 


erak 
que 
as V 


use 


Dr, 


Dr 


to 
BCS, 
ew, 


eX- 
nal 
ter 
ers 


er- 
iles 
In- 
ift 
in- 
la- 
lar 


1as 


his 


1as 
rel 
)s 
er 
Lit 
30) 


as 











ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 3 
Cee ee nase SESS Se TRel 


STATUS OF RESTORATION PROGRAM 


The AML program of binding and restoration at the History 
of Medicine Division in Cleveland is one of the most ambitious efforts 
at first aid ever attempted in the library world. For example, its 
own bookbinding studio has completed the following: 











Books bound in full leather 1,091 
Books bound in half leather 831 
Books restored 1,615 
Books bound in buckram 140 
Slipcases made in half leather 3 
Slipcases made in buckram 510 

Total operations by Studio craftsmen 4,190 
Metal clasps (restored by special craftsman) 185 

Total operations 4,375 
Total volumes (some having two or more 

operations) 3,828 


NEW PUBLICATION 


The first of a series of lists of selected recent acquisitions will 
be distributed shortly to medical libraries throughout the country. 
This list, based on preliminary cataloging slips, is limited to publica- 
tions of 1946 and 1947 considered of general interest. Requests 
for the list should be addressed to the Director. 

Comprehensive groups of preliminary cataloging slips from 
which the selective list is compiled are being sent to interested Fed- 
eral agencies to inform them more fully of the Library’s acquisitions- 


REQUESTS FOR CLASSIFICATION 


The Army Medical Library’s classification has aroused consid- 
erable national as well as international interest. Inquiries and re- 
quests have been received from libraries throughout the country, 
as well as from institutions as far away as New Zealand and Japan. 
A very limited number of copies was prepared for administrative 
use and the Library regrets that so many requests must be denied. 


LIBRARY VISITORS 


Dr. Arne Barkhuus, Member of the Staff of the United Nations 
Trusteeship Council. 


Dr. Hsiao-Chien Chang, Hunan-Yale Medical College, Changsha, 
Hunan, China. 
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Dr. Odilon de Andrade Filho, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Mathilde Oftedal, Librarian of Oslo, Norway. 


Raymond Martin-DuPan, Biblio-Publique Universitaire, Univer- 
sity of Geneva. 


Captain Rod Sirivykul, M.D., Section P, Army Medical Dpartment, 
Bangkok, Siam. 


Dr. Walter Telles, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


FAMOUS AND RARE CURES, 1662 


Nicholas Culpepper, “Gent., and Student in Physick and 
Astrology,” was not actually a doctor but didn’t let this fact prevent 
him from practicing medicine and writing numerous books on his 
treatments and remedies. As Kipling said, ““Nicholas could write 
even if he couldn’t cure for nuts...” Nicholas, according to his 
own accounts, could cure and did it miraculously. An example of 
this is to be found in his EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICK OR SEVEN 
HUNDRED FAMOUS AND RARE CURES, written in collabora- 
tion with Abdiah Cole, Doctor of Physick, and published in London 
in 1662. 


CURE OF THE PHRENSIE 


“Erasmus Scheminger a Citizen of Lauginga being a Rope- 
maker and keeping a Victualling House at the sign of the white 
Horse, was taken horribly and dangerously Phrantick; whom by 
the assistance of God the supream Physitian, I suddainly cured with 
these few things following. 


AN EPITHEM 


Take Rose-water six ounces, Violet water three ounces, Opium 
two scruples: dissolve the Opium and mingle them together. I put 
some drops of this Liquor into his Nostrils, and I laid a thrice double 
cloath wet therein luke-warm to his Forehead and Temples divers 
times; whereupon, he grew in a short time quiet, fell asleep, slept 
all night, and awoke in his right wits, and was perfectly cured 
without any other Physick. 


Diet 


Howbeit I caused him to keep a cooling, moistening and thin 
Diet in every respect.” 














